
Journalistic writing game: 
 
Print the following lead paragraphs on individual sheets of paper.  Students will have 120 seconds 
to write the next paragraph of the news story before passing the sheet to their neighbor.  Repeat 
ad nauseam.  Then share and discuss. 
 
 

A stray dog apparently hankering for a Canada goose for breakfast found himself on 
thin ice in the middle of Jackson Harbor Tuesday. 

 
 

In March, Lane Gunderman, a senior at the University of Chicago Lab High School, 
will fly to Washington to compete for one of the nation's most prestigious high 
school science awards. The 18-year-old is one of 40 finalists — out of more than 
1,700 applicants — for the Intel Science Talent Search. 

Such an achievement may not seem unusual for a student at an elite private 
school. But Gunderman's journey to reach this point has been anything but typical. 

Six years ago, he and his family were homeless and living in a crowded North 
Side shelter. Schoolwork, he says, is what helped him get by. 

 
 

The commission studying school closings in Chicago is recommending that no high 
schools be shut down because doing so would endanger students by forcing them to 
cross gang boundaries or move to schools where rival gangs hold sway. 

 
 

Dozens of Chicago adults and children marched Friday to honor slain 15-year-old 
Hadiya Pendleton as investigators sifted through tips under the glare of the national 
spotlight. 

The anti-violence march proceeded in single-digit temperatures from King 
College Prep to Harsh Park, where Hadiya was gunned down Tuesday after finishing 
her final exams at the elite school. She was the city's 42nd homicide victim in the 
deadliest January since 2002. 

 
 

Last St. Patrick's Day, four $1 million lottery tickets were drawn in Illinois, but so 
far only three of the buyers have claimed their pots o' gold. 

The luck of the Irish will run out March 17, the anniversary of the sale, if 
nobody turns in the fourth ticket that was bought at a gas station in west suburban 
Wood Dale. 

 
 

If you're the kind of person who likes to send text messages using emoticons, then 
you're going to like Facebook's latest feature. 

The social network began letting a small number of its users post statuses this 
week that include small and colorful icons, similar to the emoticons people often use 
in text messages, emails and on Facebook chat. 

 
 



In Indiana, intrigue and outrage over "Bambigate" is coming to an end. 
That's right: Bambigate -- the unofficial moniker for the case of an eastern 

Indiana couple who face misdemeanor “illegal possession of a whitetail deer” 
charges for keeping a fawn they rescued without a permit. 

 
 

A 73-year-old man suspected of being a robber who claimed to have only six months 
to live during a bank robbery on Saturday in Niles appeared in federal court Monday 
after he was arrested over the weekend, according to FBI and federal prosecutors. 

 
 

Pope Benedict XVI's unexpected resignation reverberated Monday from the Vatican 
to St. Alphonsus Catholic Church in Chicago, where some parishioners trickling out 
of a morning Mass were at a loss for words. 

"I was shocked," said Errol Kunz, 65, a retiree who lives near the church in the 
Lakeview neighborhood. "I couldn't believe it." 

 
 

In a move aimed at countering Chicago's crisis in K-8 truancy and absenteeism, state 
Sen. Kimberly Lightford has introduced legislation to lower Illinois' compulsory 
school age from 7 to 5. 

 
 

Action film star Steven Seagal, who racks up big body counts in his on-screen 
battles with bad guys, took on a new role on Saturday, training posse volunteers for 
controversial Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio in how to use guns to protect schools in 
shooting incidents. 

 
 

President Barack Obama challenged a divided Congress to back his plans to create 
middle-class jobs on Tuesday in a State of the Union speech that put a renewed 
focus on the U.S. economy and sought support for overhauling gun and immigration 
laws. 

 
 

With the NBA All-Star break approaching, it doesn't seem like the Chicago Bulls' 
biggest star will be back in action any time soon. 

In an interview with USA Today Sports, Derrick Rose said that he's "far away" 
from where he needs to be to return.  

 
 
In order to encourage creativity, write some ideas on the board of different elements commonly 
found in news articles: 

• Quote from someone with first-hand account 
• Quote from an expert 
• Quote from government official 
• Fact, figure or statistic 
• The 5 W’s - Who What Where When Why/How 


