
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aeneas is the legendary founder of the city of Rome, and the ancestor of the Roman race.  
However, his is not the only founding myth found in the world.  In your next project, you will be 
exploring this archetype.  
 

PART I: 
Directions: Compare the myth of Aeneas with a foundation myth from another part of the world.  
You will be provided with summaries of the myth and excerpts from their literature, where 
available.  You may choose from the following, or use another legendary founder with teacher 
permission: 

• Gilgamesh (Iraq) 
• Rurik (Russia) 
• Arthur (England) 
• Jimmu (Japan) 

You will be required to turn in a 2-page essay (Times New Roman, 12-pt font, double spaced, 1 
in. margins) which compares this myth with that of Aeneas.  You must find a minimum of three 
similarities between the two figures and one significant difference to discuss in your essay.  
These elements can involve plot, character traits, or any other element you believe helps define 
both figures as legendary founders of their respective cultures. 
 

PART II: 
These have been hard economic times, and the City of Chicago is in trouble.  Crime is on the 
rise, and morale is at an all-time low.  Around the world, foundation myths are often used to 
unite a people in hard times by giving them a legendary figure they can both look up to and 
relate to.  You have been asked to create such a foundation myth for the City of Chicago to unite 
the city and create a resurgence in city pride. 
 
Directions: Create a foundation myth with a founding figure for the City of Chicago, using 
Aeneas as your inspiration.  You may use one of the following media: 

• Short story (4-5 pages) 
• Graphic novel (5-6 pages) 
• Film (3-5 minutes) 

Your Chicago myth must include elements of other founding myths, particularly that of Aeneas.  
To help assess your use of these elements, you must also turn in a 1-page essay which describes 
what elements of founding myths you chose to incorporate into your story.  
 
(FOR FILM ONLY: You may work with other students, with a maximum group size of three.  Along with your 1-page essay 
accompanying your final piece, you must also state how you contributed as an individual to the project, and how helpful your 
group members were.  This will be taken into account for your final grade.) 

A founding myth is a myth that explains the founding of a city or 
of a nation, the ethnogenesis of a group presented as a genealogy, 
with a founding figure. 


