
Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence): The heroine of the trilogy has 
what seems, at first, like a not-so-heroic moniker. (Her best friend, 
Gale, calls her Catnip.) But her name is one of the few that gets an 
explanation: In a flashback, her father—who is already dead when 
the book begins—tells her that “as long as you can find yourself, 
you’ll never starve.”  The katniss plant has nourishing roots, and is 
also known as “arrowhead.” It belongs to the genus Sagittaria, and 
the constellation of the same name, Sagittarius, is also known as the 
archer—a fitting ode to her impressive bow-and-arrow skills.

Coriolanus Snow (Donald 
Sutherland): The evil president 
is named for another Roman, 
one who was immortalized 
in the Shakespeare play with 
the same name. Shakespeare’s 
Coriolanus supported the power 
of aristocrats over the common 
people. Sounds familiar.

Cinna (Lenny Kravitz): 
Katniss’s stylist doesn’t have 
a last name, but he shares his 
first name with a fellow artist: 
the poet in Shakespeare’s 
Julius Caesar—who was 
mistaken for another Cinna, 
a politician who helped kill 
Caesar. The poet Cinna was 
subsequently killed by a mob, 
which foreshadows what 
happens to Katniss’ stylist. 
Sorry, Lenny Kravitz fans.

Seneca Crane (Wes 
Bentley): In addition 
to possessing the 
world’s best facial hair, 
Seneca Crane has the 
distinguished title of 
head gamemaker for the 
74th Hunger Games. 
While he shares his 
name with a Native 
American tribe now 
living in New York and 
Ontario, Collins was 
likely referring to the 
Roman philosopher, 
who was forced to 
commit suicide when 
accused of conspiracy. 
The philosopher’s fate 
hints at Crane’s own.

Caesar Flickerman (Stanley Tucci): The host of the Hunger Games 
is one of the more flamboyant Capitol dwellers. Historically, Julius 
Caesar has come to represent the power of ancient Rome; for Katniss, 
Caesar comes to represent the power of Panem—he has hosted the 
games for as long as she’s been alive. He’s the face of the Capitol and 
the clearest representation of its tyranny.
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